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of the paralysis-a hypothesis in keeping with the sym-

ptoms, for the absence of auditory and gustatory troubles
points to a lesion of the nerve before it entered the temporal
bone and before its union with the chorda tympani. In the

discussion which followed M. Widal pointed out that the
facial nerve from its origin to its entry into the auditory
canal is in contact with the meninges, and that the question
whether the neuritis gave rise to meningitis or vice vers&acirc; was
unsolved. The period of the syphilis at which the paralysis
occurred could not be exactly determined but it was probably
about the fifth or sixth month.

OYSTERS AND TYPHOID FEVER IN AMERICA.

As in France and in England so also in the United
States of America the spread of typhoid fever by con-
taminated oysters is a contingency which, as has been

again proved, may occur. A special investigation has

been held in respect of 72 cases of typhoid fever recorded
last autumn in Atlantic City. During the season this popular
resort accommodates some 200,000 persons. In one-third
of the cases the patients were visitors staying at different
hotels. Of course there were exaggerated rumours, and as
the interests of the town depended on its holiday visitors
that was a matter of grave concern. Consequently Dr.

Abbott, bacteriologist of the University of Pennsylvania, and
Dr. Henry Jeff mann were called in consultation. It was found
that the water used for drinking came from different sources.
All the hotels had artesian wells and the private houses had
the town supply. The cases were scattered in different

parts of the town and no special and similar sanitary defects
were found. An important discovery, however, was made.
There are sewer-pipes that cross a canal-the Penrose Canal ;
these were broken and allowed the sewage to escape into the

water. Near at hand three of the largest oyster dealers are
in the habit of "refreshing" " their oysters for market in the
water of this canal. All the hotels where cases of typhoid
fever occurred purchased their oysters from these dealers
and there was not a single case of the disease in any of the
other hotels. No sooner was this ascertained than a sort of

quarantine was imposed on all the waterways communicating
with the Penrose Canal and the broken sewer was promptly
repaired. There have been no more cases of typhoid fever
and the local authorities, together with the experts whom
they consulted, are convinced that they_have discovered and
removed the cause of the outbreak.

MUNICIPAL BACTERIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES.

IT is invariably found that wherever bacteriological 
laboratories have been installed the result has been a

decided gain to the community. We have advocated
the foundation of municipal bacteriological laboratories
like that at Lambeth which, since its inception in

1899, has been the scene of no less than 2037

bacteriological examinations. Dr. J. Priestley, the medical
officer of health of Lambeth, reports that one reason

for the success of this bacteriological laboratory is the

great use that is being made of it by the Lambeth

medical practitioners, by whom its institution by the late
vestry in 1899 has been much appreciated and to whom it
has proved of the greatest value. Apart from the ques-
tion of the bacteriological examination of foods such
as milk, ice-cream, and other articles, a bacteriological
laboratory affords the medical officer great assistance in

carrying out his duties and is of service to the medical

practitioner in verifying the diagnosis in doubtful cases
of infectious disease. In Lambeth the institution of
a bacteriological laboratory has been the means of thus

verifying diagnoses, with the result that distinct indica-
tions are given when preventive measures should be taken.

In the event of the suspected disease not having been shown
by bacteriological examinations to be of an infectious nature
expense has been saved in connexion with hospital treatment
and disinfection. In fact, bacteriological laboratories in

large communities are a sine qu&acirc; non if medicine is to be

truly progressive and the public health is to be efficiently
guarded. In connexion with this question we may note
that the Bristol Health Committee has recently decided
that the bacteriological work which had been done in the
medical officer’s department should be for one year trans-

ferred to the University College where it would be carried
out by Professor Stanley Kent at a cost of .6200.

THE THERAPEUTIC IMPORTANCE OF LIGHT IN
THE TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS.

WE have received the reprint of a paper which appeared
in the Journal uf Tuberculosis for October, 1902. The title
is " Light : its Therapeutic Importance in Tuberculosis as

founded upon Scientific Researches." It is written by Dr.
J. Mount Bleyer, Vice-President of the American Congress
of Tuberculosis. The pamphlet consists of 80 pages and is
mainly occupied by an elaborate disquisition upon the

physical properties of light and the effect produced by it

upon vital organisations. The amount of labour involved
in collecting material for this contribution must have been
immense. In addition Dr. Bleyer publishes a number of
original observations on the therapeutic applications of

light which, if corroborated by other observers, will prove of
great value in the treatment of tuberculosis. It has been
hown by several authorities that colour exerts a very
powerful influence on the conduction, radiation, and per-
meation of tfeat. White or light-coloured clothes transmit
more light to the body than those of any other colour, while
black or dark-coloured clothes absorb the light and degrade
it into the coarser principle of ordinary heat. Dr. Bleyer
therefore advises that all clothing for general wear of

the tuberculous should be made of lightest coloured

materials, preferably all white garments. He further states

that he has seen most wonderful results " from the

exposure of the entire body in a nude state in solaria built
for his patients. "Sun-baths " have been adopted in con-
nexion with one at least of the sanatoriums in this country,
but this form of treatment has not yet been sufficiently
tried to enable any definite opinion to be formed as to its

value. Dr. Bleyer in 1896 published in the New York
Medical Journal some remarks on "electric arc cromolumes
for generating violet rays of light as an adjunct to the treat-
ment of tuberculosis." He now states that he has employed
coloured rays of light with a successful issue in 60 cases of
tuberculosis, of which he reports 40 were" cured," and in
20 ’’ the disease was arrested to such an extent as the patho-
logical changes present when they came under treatment
would admit." He describes in detail the apparatus he
employs for generating and applying the rays. Before

criticising this method of treatment further investigations
by other physicians will be necessary. Dr. Bleyer’s results
are certainly very striking and his therapeutic processes
demand a full trial. Another portion of his communication
is also worthy of notice. He undertook a number of

physiological experiments to test the value of the different
salts of iron in conjunction with "light administration."
In over 100 tuberculous patients the different iron salts
and organic preparations of iron were administered and the
oatients were placed exposed to the sun’s rays and electric
arc light. The iron salts were found to be taken up
nost rapidly, producing excellent constitutional effects.
After the first week the red blood corpuscles had greatly
ncreased in number and the amount of haemoglobin was
nuch larger. The administration of iron salts in cases of
tuberculosis has not been extensively adopted in this


